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.U.S. Retail Prescription Drug Price Inflation
(annual CPI-U change in retail prescription drug prices compared to all retail inflation)

12-Month PercentageChange
8%
Retail prescription
i drug price
inflation
-
4%
2% Consumer
inflation
0% T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
(=] - ™~ m = u w r= o (=2} o - ™~ m = un o
8 8 8 8 8 8 8 B 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 B B
o~ ~ ~ ~ ™~ ~ 0~ [} ™~ ~ o~ ~ ~ o~ ~ o~ o~

(CPI-U).

drugs, with a lag, as well as prices of new drugs.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Price Index, All Urban Consumers

Motes: Non-seasonally adjusted data are for 12 menths ending in December. The data deo not include drugs
dispensed through Medicaid or workers' compensation programs. The CPl-U prescription drug index is based on
a survey of filled prescriptions in LS. drug stores. It captures price reductions associated with use of generic

AT Suzanne M. Kirchhoff et al, Cong. Research Serv., R44832, Frequently Asked Questions About Prescription Drug Pricing

and Policy (2017).
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